
Air Quality Awareness Week 
The EPA is celebrating Air Quality Awareness Week here in America’s Pacific 

Southwest on May 3 – 7, 2021. Our theme this year is Healthy Air – Important 
for Everyone! Help us increase air quality awareness and encourage people 

to check the Air Quality Index (AQI) regularly, especially during situations like 
wildfire smoke events. The AQI uses colors, numbers, and words to convey if 

the air is healthy or unhealthy to breathe.

• The Coco YouTube animated video explaining air 
quality is now live on the EPA channel 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TAuzMniolU

• View “Why is Coco Orange?” read aloud:
o In English: youtu.be/YZzBB34ulb4
o En Español: youtu.be/XKs0i3gjULY

Join Now

Click here to see 
the Air Quality Flag 

Program Class 
Curriculum

• With this widget you can:
• Customize information to show your 

city or organization’s name at the top
• See which flag to fly tomorrow
• Get the latest hourly air quality 

reading
• Find out what activities are healthiest 

for the day

Create your own
Air Quality Flag 

Widget

Haga clic aquí para información 
sobre el programa de banderas 

en Español

https://www.airnow.gov/aqaw/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TAuzMniolU
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/YZzBB34ulb4&data=02|01|Perez.Idalia@epa.gov|28af6758ed904e8e6f4008d7c6bb1f99|88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7|0|0|637196379290848843&sdata=RAXuigA/ftZSggk6BLObaKlnnPawdLeKcFwpqdjxcj0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/XKs0i3gjULY&data=02|01|Perez.Idalia@epa.gov|28af6758ed904e8e6f4008d7c6bb1f99|88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7|0|0|637196379290838888&sdata=wUse0dKerdl25b71aGDISMuzjfZqNgrj2KQKIvC%2B278%3D&reserved=0
https://www.airnow.gov/sites/default/files/2020-01/why-is-coco-orange-november-2019_1.pdf
https://www.airnow.gov/publications/air-quality-flag-program-en-espanol/coco-book-spanish/
https://www.airnow.gov/aqi-widgets/
https://www.airnow.gov/aqi-widgets/
https://www.airnow.gov/four-steps-to-starting-an-air-quality-flag-program/
https://www.airnow.gov/four-steps-to-starting-an-air-quality-flag-program/
https://www.airnow.gov/air-quality-flag-program-classroom-curriculum-publications/
https://www.airnow.gov/aqi-widgets/
https://www.airnow.gov/aqi-widgets/
https://www.airnow.gov/air-quality-flag-program-in-spanish/


Teachers’ 
Air Quality 

Index 
Toolkit

Educational Resources on Air Sensors:
Video series (English and Spanish)
Other resources

Check out air quality educational resources from our federal partners:
NOAA National Weather Service
U.S. Forest Service
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
Globe.gov Atmosphere Learning Activities

Other Air Quality 
Educational 
Resources

Learn About Wildfire Smoke:
• Create a Clean Air Room at Home
• Tips to protect your health: 

o airnow.gov/fires
o cdc.gov/air/wildfire-smoke/
o En Español

Career Corner! 
Learn about the scientists who measure 
and forecast smoke during fires: 
https://www.wildlandfiresmoke.us/

Check out AirNow’s
interactive fire and 

smoke  map!

https://www.epa.gov/air-sensor-toolbox/videos-air-sensor-measurements-data-quality-and-interpretation
https://www.airnow.gov/sites/default/files/2018-03/teachers-toolkit-508.pdf
https://www.airnow.gov/sites/default/files/2018-03/teachers-toolkit-508.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/air-sensor-toolbox/videos-air-sensor-measurements-data-quality-and-interpretation
https://www.epa.gov/air-sensor-toolbox/educational-resources-related-air-sensor-technology
https://www.noaa.gov/education
https://smokeybear.com/en/for-educators
https://mynasadata.larc.nasa.gov/all-atmosphere-lesson-plans
https://www.globe.gov/do-globe/classroom-ready-activities/learning-activities?sphereName=Atmosphere
https://www.epa.gov/students/lesson-plans-teacher-guides-and-online-environmental-resources-educators
https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/create-clean-room-protect-indoor-air-quality-during-wildfire
https://www.airnow.gov/fires/
https://www.cdc.gov/air/wildfire-smoke/
https://www.cdc.gov/air/wildfire-smoke/es/
https://www.wildlandfiresmoke.us/
https://fire.airnow.gov/
https://fire.airnow.gov/
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